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In October, AI4OPT celebrated its third anniversary, marking the conclusion of
a year filled with scientific breakthroughs and real-world impacts at the
intersection of Al and optimization. The fourth year is already off to a strong
start.

Al40PT held its annual TechFest this month, Dorit Hochbaum received the
Khachiyan Prize at the INFORMS Annual Meeting, and Bistra Dilkina
organized a Dagstuhl workshop that brought together more than 40
researchers in Al and optimization. In collaboration with the nonprofit
HerWILL, Al40OPT also hosted the Al for Equality Workshops and Datathon,
which drew more than 300 participants from around the world. The start of the
fourth year also brings an opportunity to update AI4OPT's structure to reflect
its evolving research. These updates will impact how the Institute brands itself,
fosters collaboration, and communicates externally.

A prime example is the new Al4OPT website, which features a fresh look and
organizes the Institute’s methodological thrusts into five themes that better
represent its research. Despite these changes, AI4OPT’s mission remains the
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same: to fuse Al and optimization to deliver outcomes neither field could
achieve independently.

- Pascal Van Hentenryck

Al40PT Member Spotlight

“'m Renee McCoy, the AI4OPT Logistics Manager and
a senior lecturer in the Decision Science Department at
Clark Atlanta University. | teach undergraduate courses
in accounting and decision science. With over 15 years
of corporate professional experience, I've worked as a
project manager and IT strategy consultant for IBM
Global Services, serving clients across banking, tele-
communications, and public sector industries.”

A Journey in Faculty Training and Leadership

Charles Pierre, the Lead Principal Investigator for AIHUB@CAU and Analytics
Associate Professor in the Department of Mathematical Sciences at Clark
Atlanta University, introduced me to an incredible opportunity to collaborate
with him on an NSF grant.

This collaboration led me to join the AI4OPT Faculty Training Program. My
roles include serving as the program’s logistics manager and as a faculty
participant. | handle travel arrangements and lodging for participants, plan
engaging weekend activities, prepare travel and reimbursement reports, and
contribute to course meetings and presentations. Supporting the program’s
operations and engaging in meaningful collaboration has been a truly
rewarding experience.

Through the Faculty Training Program and AIHUB@CAU, I've brought new
knowledge and perspectives back to my classroom at Clark Atlanta University.
One of the highlights of my work with AI4OPT was participating in the SAIL
Summit, which offered valuable insights into leadership styles and strategies
for fostering innovation in academia. | left the event more confident in applying
these skills and was honored to serve as a panelist for one of the EXAIL
workshop sessions. It was both inspiring and rewarding, and | highly
recommend the experience to anyone seeking professional growth.

When I'm not working, | enjoy spending time with my family, traveling, and
cheering on my favorite sports teams.

Al4OPT Management Spotlight



“Hi, I'm Camille Douglass—though most people call
me ‘Cami.’ | am the Executive Assistant at AI4OPT, a
role I've proudly held since the institute’s inception in
2021 Born and raised |n Arizona, | earned my B S.in

Prof. Dorit Hochbaum 2024 " Al4OPT Members Attend INFORMS
Khachiyan Prize Recipient 2024 Annual Meeting in Seattle
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Al40OPT Photo Highlights from the Summit for Al Institutes Leadership 2024

From Oct. 7-9, 2024, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, hosted the Summit for Al Institutes
Leadership (SAIL) as well as the inaugural NSF ExpandAl Leadership Workshop
(EXAIL), bringing together representatives from all 27 NSF Al Institutes. Members of
AI4OPT actively participated in this gathering of Al leaders to exchange insights,
showcase advancements, and discuss the future of Al research, communications,
marketing, and education. The event concluded with Expo Day October 10, a space for
each institute to highlight research, projects, and Al innovation.
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Pascal Van Hentenryck Presents Al AIHUB@CAU Launches, Paving the
for Societal Impact at Johns Hopkins Way for Diverse Al Innovation
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Al4OPT Students and Researchers Tour, Build Connctions&;t CAU
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Publications

AI4OPT publications available on Google Scholar

Engage with the NSF AI40PT Institute on Social Media
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